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BEL SECURES $100K GRANT FOR NEW CULTURAL
TOURS 
Bamaga Enterprises Ltd (BEL) has secured
$100,000 in Federal Government funding from the
Indigenous Tourism Fund which it will use to
provide new tours from its accommodation
business, Cape York Peninsula Lodge
(Queensland).
 
The grant will assist with the purchase of a
purpose-built 4x4 coach with a capacity of up to 18
passengers and operate cultural discovery tours to
showcase the natural wonders and Indigenous
culture of the remote Cape York Peninsula region.

According to BEL Chairperson, Robert Poipoi, the
new tourism product will fill a gap in the market
for tour groups and business travellers to the
region.

“It will enable these types of travellers to extend
their stay at Cape York Peninsula Lodge, and will
also be suitable for the family adventure market
arriving by road or ferry,” Mr Poipoi said.

Tourism & Transport Forum’s research on Cultural
& Heritage Tourism in Australia (April 2016) found
domestic travellers staying overnight at a
destination spent 56% more and stayed 37%
longer when they incorporated cultural activities
into their visit.

“BEL is a community-owned Indigenous
organisation and our goal is to support the
community. These tours will benefit the wider
Northern Peninsula Area (NPA) in terms of visitor
spend and job creation,” said Mr Poipoi. 

Cape York Peninsula Lodge will operate two return
day trips hosted by a locally employed Indigenous
Bamaga driver-guide. Guests will be able to travel
through rugged Cape York Peninsula country,
seeing indigenous cave paintings and ruins at
historical Somerset and WWII wreckage, before
finally reaching the northernmost Tip of Australia.
Alternatively they can cross the Jardine River and
visit Twin Falls then swim at Fruit Bat Falls, where
nature has purpose-built a spectacular bathing
pool. 
 
Optional extras will include wine, poolside
canapés at the Lodge, and a cultural performance
from the award-winning traditional Torres Strait
Island dance troupes, Naygayiw Gigi and Guba
Markai Cultural Group.

The tours will also incorporate the story of the
migration of the Torres Strait Islanders from 

Saibai Island to Bamaga, and information about
the Aboriginal culture groups of the region.

“It’s the untold story of the NPA that can be
respectfully shared with visitors,” Mr Poipoi said,
adding that the new tour was scheduled to
launch around Easter 2022.  

The first round of the Fund includes five
organisations from Far North Queensland.
Federal MP for Leichhardt, Warren Entsch, said
the grants were designed to help Indigenous-
owned tourism businesses and community
organisations increase the number of Indigenous
tourism products available and support the start-
up, stabilisation and growth of operators in the
sector.

“We are extremely proud of the rich history and
Indigenous cultures we have in the region and
want to showcase this to as many people as we
can,” Mr Entsch said.

Mr Poipoi thanked Mr Entsch for his support in
securing the funding for BEL, with the
organisation receiving the equal-largest grant
amount across Australia.  

“On behalf of Bamaga Enterprises Ltd, I’d also like
to thank NPA Regional Council, Regional
Development Australia Tropical North, NPA
Family and Community Services, and SeaSwift for
their letters of support for our successful grant
application,” Mr Poipoi said.

Bamaga Islander dance troupe Naygayiw Gigi
performing at a show in Papua New Guinea



FUEL IN THE NPA 

WELCOME TO THE BEL BULLETIN
There is much to celebrate this season, with more young stars
representing the Northern Peninsula Area (NPA) for us in basketball and
rugby, new small business and training support, and sponsorship for
community functions and celebrations, all as part of BEL's Socio Support
Policy.

The community celebrated Mabo Day with a feast of traditional foods
and we hosted country singer Kevin Sullivan for two evenings of free live
entertainment for the community.

In other news, Cape York Peninsula Lodge has welcomed a team of new
chefs, and has achieved accreditation as a Sustainable Quality Tourism
Accredited Business. 

BP Bamaga Service Station recently became
aware of a Facebook post by a community
resident questioning the quality of the fuel,
which had allegedly affected the operation of the
complainant’s motor vehicle.

Bamaga Enterprises Ltd (BEL) Chairperson,
Robert Poipoi, said that BP Bamaga had not
heard of any other complaints from customers of
this nature.

“We can only assume the individual concerned
had allowed his fuel tank to run too low, which
caused impurities in the bottom of the tank to
clog the fuel filter. Alternatively, he may have
purchased fuel from another Service Station,”
said Mr Poipoi.

“We can speak with certainty because BP
management immediately had the tanks re-
tested; BP Bamaga tests its tanks on a regular
basis and is always given a clean bill of health.

“The Injinoo Service Station, which is owned and
operated by the Council, has been selling ULP
(regular unleaded petrol) at times under the
market rate.”

BEL General Manager, Chris Foord, said he was
aware of the purchase price of ULP from the 

Cairns Terminal, plus the cost of freighting it to
the Northern Peninsula Area (NPA).

“There is no way the Injinoo Service Station is
operating in a commercially viable manner
even before operational costs such as staff
wages and electricity are taken into account,”
Mr Foord said.

“We believe this creates unfair competition
practices and the Council is in breach of the
competitive neutrality requirements of the
Queensland Local Government Act. 

“This principle of competitive neutrality
requires that government-owned business
activities, that are in competition with the
private sector, need to establish a level playing
field between government and non-
government businesses. This is obviously not
the case as there is no way either Bamaga BP
or Seisia Service Station can compete with
Injinoo without making a loss.

“Although terminal fuel prices fluctuate from
day to day, the Injinoo Service Station has only
changed its prices a few times over recent
years, which we’ve reported to Council. We
note that Council has recently started to
adjust prices but with very low – if any – profit
margin,” Mr Foord concluded.

We hope you enjoy this edition of our newsletter and we look forward to continuing to support
Bamaga and the NPA region.

Robert Poipoi – Chairperson, Bamaga Enterprises Ltd

Website: www.bament.com.au

CONTACT DETAILS
Bamaga Enterprises Ltd

Rural Transaction Centre
180 Adidi Street
Bamaga
Queensland 4876

 Tel: 07 4069 3533 

Email: admin1@bament.com.au

https://www.bament.com.au/


YEAR 12 COLLEGE TRIP RECEIVES A BEL BOOST 

“Excursions like this are very common for
students in the cities to attend but we often
miss out because we live so far away from such
facilities.

“These camps help our kids build leadership
skills, social and bonding skills, and will also be
a reward for the Year 12s after all their hard
work and dedication.”

The school and students have been creatively
fundraising for the trip all year by coordinating
various activities including a trivia night, colour
run, market stalls, school canteen takeovers
and selling icy poles.

BP Bamaga, a BEL operation, also donated a
mountain bike plus two gift bundles including
Bamaga souvenirs to be used as prizes for the
college Trivia Night. 

The mountain bike was sold for $200 as part of
an auction and the gift packs were used as
prizes for the winning trivia team and a raffle
on the night. 

“The bike was a major drawcard for the event.
We want to say a huge thank you to BEL for all
of these donations and funding as it will take a
lot of stress off the students' shoulders. It's a
really big help after all of their hard work in
fundraising,” said Mrs Cilia. 

Bamaga Enterprises Limited (BEL) has
contributed $4500 to a student-led fundraising
effort for Northern Peninsula Area State
College, going towards an end-of-year trip for
the college’s Year 12 students. 

Tullia Cilia, visual arts teacher at the college,
said that travelling on a school camp is
expensive, especially coming from a remote
school.

“Other schools do not have to deal with these
travel costs. The funding helps disadvantaged
families here in our community who would
otherwise find a camp like this unaffordable,”
Mrs Cilia said. 

The students will travel to the Gold Coast in
September, where they will enjoy a day at a
theme park before taking part in adventure, 

Kelly Williams with her son, who was the winner of
the bike auction 

Year 12 students cooking up a storm before their
trivia night

A great turnout as locals' knowledge was put to the
test

leadership and social activities at the Gold
Coast Recreation Centre. 

“From the feedback we have received, everyone
had a great night with more than 100 people
attending and raising over $3,700,” Mrs Cilia
said. 



FAMILIES HEAD SOUTH FOR RUGBY TRIALS 

Toni Newman (middle) pictured with brothers Moa
(left) and Barry (right)

Meun (far right) pictured with teammates Tamanah
Bond (left) and Alwyn Bond (middle)

Under 18 Boys State Trials
Bamaga Enterprises Limited (BEL) supported
Meun Nona-Lifu to play at the Under 18
Queensland School Boys Rugby League State
trials, held at Kawana Oval on the Sunshine
Coast from 22 to 25 May.

The four-day round robin allowed up-and-
coming talent to put their skills on show in
front of potential recruiters. 

BEL contributed $500 to assist with
accommodation for Meun’s parents, allowing
them to support and watch their son compete
against some of the state's best players.

Seventeen-year-old Meun was a member of
the Peninsula team, with the side winning two
out of four games – the other two challenging
matches were against the reigning premiers. 

“Meun played really well and was able to learn
from other rugby players from around the
Peninsula,” Naianga Nona, Meun’s mother, said. 

“We thank BEL for the sponsorship – without
them, none of this would’ve been possible. 

“It made a huge difference and we were able
to travel without any burdens,” Ms Nona said.
 
Under 15 Boys State Trials
St Teresa’s Abergowrie College student, Toni
Newman, was also on the Sunshine Coast in
May representing the Northern Peninsula
Region at the Under 15 Queensland School Boy
State Trials. 

Toni put in a great performance throughout
the carnival with his team winning three out of
their four games and just narrowly missing out
on playing in the finals. 

“It was good to see Toni play with and against
some of the best players in the state,” Toni’s
father, Eddie Newman, said.

“Toni enjoyed the experience and it was a big
learning curve. He played really well in a team
and made some friends along the way.” 

BEL donated $850 to assist Toni and his family
with the costs of the competition, which
included flights, player fees, team photos and
administrative costs. 

“This donation from BEL meant a lot to us and
ensured Toni didn’t miss out on this important
opportunity,” Mr Newman said. 

Futsal continues to thrive throughout the
Northern Peninsula Area (NPA) thanks to
continued support from BEL, which recently
donated an additional $2,500 to the Bamaga
Futsal Club to assist with travel costs. 

BEL is now also auspicing a Torres Strait Regional
Authority grant obtained by the Bamaga Futsal
Club. 

Torres and Cape Indigenous Futsal Association
(TCIFA) created the Bamaga Futsal Club back in
March.

“We have seen a great response from the
community with participation levels growing
from our first session where we had 20 players, to
now, where some sessions are reaching above
40,” said organiser, Eugene Orwell. 

Bamaga Futsal Club hosted a Futsal Games
Week in early June at the NPA State College with
over 65 players attending and then returned in
July for the school holiday program.

Futsal will return to Bamaga on 6 and 7
September at the Bamaga Junior Campus Hall.
For more information, or to get involved, head to
the Bamaga Futsal Club Facebook page. 

FUTSAL KICKING GOALS 



OLIVE WHAP SHINES AGAIN AT STATE CHAMPS

YOUNG BASKETBALL STAR  
PLAYS AGAINST STATE'S
BEST 

BEL ACCOMMODATES
RUGBY DEVELOPMENT
CAMP FOR NPA CHILDREN
The Queensland Rugby League (QRL) and
National Rugby League (NRL) held a Junior
rugby league development camp in
Bamaga for children in the NPA region at
the beginning of May. 

BEL provided accommodation to the value
of $3,000 for the four staff members
running the camp, including NRL Game
Development Officers and League and Club
Coordinator, Terry Abednego.

The camp was an opportunity to initiate a
Junior Rugby League competition in the
community as a structured sporting event
promoting good health, and an initiative to
help decrease youth boredom.

A range of age groups attended the four-
day camp, which was well received
throughout the community. As part of the
QRL and NRL commitment to the camp, all
kids who registered were supplied with a
hat, water bottle, camp shirt and bag. The
organisations are planning on returning at
the end of year to coordinate another
development camp. 

Bamaga Enterprises Limited (BEL) has again supported inspiring
young sport star, Olive Whap, after she was selected to represent
North Queensland in the Under 15 Northern Girls Junior Rugby Team
from the Townsville District at the State Championships in May 2021.

The 15-year-old is consistently recognised as 'Best Player’ in the
competitions she participates in and was recently awarded ‘Player of
the Year’ for Under 16s at the Junior Miners Competition in Charters
Towers. 
 
Olive’s mother, Mabelene Whap, said the tournament in Cairns went
well, and Olive’s team finished fourth on the ladder.

“I was so grateful when BEL’s General Manager, Chris Foord, called us
with the good news about my daughter’s sponsorship,” Ms Whap
said.  

“Olive was the only person from her school selected for the State
Championships and it’s really good to see the support BEL is giving
the younger generation.

“Having come out of her shell, Olive has been sharing her skills and
encouraging her fellow players, including her twin sister, Maria.
Seeing these two young ladies running on the field together is just
amazing – they are going to be unstoppable!”
 

Local basketball star, Michael Williams, recently
had the chance to test himself against some of
Queensland’s most promising players at the
Under 12 Division 1 State Championships. 

BEL contributed $500 to support the 12-year-
old’s trip, with the funds going towards
accommodation for five nights and
competition expenses. 

The event was scheduled for 27-30 June in
Brisbane, but was cut short due to growing
coronavirus concerns. 

Michael represented the Townsville Heat and
his team played off in five matches across
three days in a round-robin-style tournament. 

“The competition was tough and he was
playing against some of the best players his
age in the state, but Michael embraced it and
played really well,” said Veronica Arndt,
Michael’s carer, who accompanied him on the
trip. 

“Michael got to stay with the coaches and
teammates throughout the championship, so
it was great for him to be able to form new
friendships as well.”

Olive Whap represented 
North Queensland 



BAMAGA STUDENTS TRY OUT FOR PENINSULA RUGBY TEAM

RUGBY CAMP PREPARES GIRLS FOR STATE CARNIVAL

Two students from Northern Peninsula Area
State College (NPASC), Jewlz Mara and
Rasheeda Soki-Bond, travelled to Cairns to
attend the Peninsula Rugby Team trials on 20
July. 

Bamaga Enterprises Ltd (BEL) contributed to
the girls' trip, sponsoring $200 for each student
to cover the costs of flights. 

The girls represented the Torres District for the
one-day carnival, scoring two tries each and
playing a big part in helping their team go
undefeated. Due to their strong performances,
the girls were asked to participate in another
match towards the end of the day for final
selection. 

Both students were selected to be shadow
players for the Peninsula Rugby Team.

“The girls played extremely well and we were
all very proud of the way they conducted
themselves throughout the tournament,”
NPASC teacher, Danielle Hewes, said.

“It was great for the girls to not only be able to
showcase their skills, but it was important for 

them to form relationships, expose them to
new experiences, interact with students from
other areas and give them a sense of pride and
honour to represent the Torres region in an
event like that.”

NPASC Sports Coordinator, Stuart Jones, said
the entire College was hugely proud of the
girls’ efforts. 
 
“To make it into the training camp and the
state carnival was a large step forward for these
girls, and we can’t wait to see what the future
holds for them. Thanks again to BEL for their
continued financial support for the students
and families of the NPASC.” 

Three budding sport stars from Northern
Peninsula Area State College (NPASC) have
been selected to play in the Queensland
Rugby League State Finals. 
 
With BEL sponsoring $200 each for Majorie
Solomon, Teuiisha Wilson and Waisie Yoelu,
the girls travelled to Cairns to attend the
Peninsula Rugby League Camp in April this
year. The camp helped prepare the girls for the
state carnival held in May.

Top left: Jewlz Mara (left )and Rasheeda Soki-Bond 
(right)
Top right: Torres District team 
Bottom right: Rasheeda Soki-Bon in action 



PEOPLE OF FAITH GATHER FOR PENTECOSTAL RALLY

Trevor Nona filling up with the donated fuel from BEL
to fuel the boats heading out to catch traditional
foods for the Mabo Day feast

COMMUNITY COMES TOGETHER TO CELEBRATE MABO DAY

The Assembly of God Church NPA together
with The Rivers of Faith held their annual
Pentecostal rally in May, which aimed to
support and encourage spiritual faith in the
community. 

BEL donated $2000 towards catering costs for
the 160 event attendees, which consisted of
church members, new members, families from
the community and extended Christian
families from outer islands and cities. 

“It was a really good event and we are happy
with how it all went,” said event organiser
Rowena Abednego.

“Throughout the event, guests were able to
attend services, worship and enjoy the
morning tea and lunches that were provided
thanks to BEL.”

According to Mrs Abednego, attendee
numbers are growing and the rallies are
attracting more people from down south and
surrounding areas.

“We wanted to say a big esso to BEL for their
continued support for all the church rallies and
events they have supported us with so far."

Over 400 local community members of the
Northern Peninsula Area (NPA) and tourists
celebrated Mabo Day on 3 June with a tasty
feast, assisted by a Bamaga Enterprises Ltd
(BEL) sponsorship.

BEL provided $600 worth of boat fuel for locals
to fish and catch a variety of traditional
indigenous foods including fish, dugong,
crayfish and turtle. 

“We had over 200 people from the local
communities and around 200 tourists attend
the event, and we made sure everyone got to
try the traditional foods we celebrate this
special day with,” said event coordinator, Kitty
Tabuai.

“Here in the NPA we come from different clan
groups that reside throughout Torres Strait and
Cape York, so we decided to practice the
native titles we all represent in our clans.”

“We had a march with all the different clan
groups, speeches from special guests including
Mr Ali Nona who was a part of the celebration
on Murray Island when it first started and Mr
Ben Mabo who is a member of the Mabo
family,” Ms Tabuai said.

Island dancing, traditional cultural games and
a local band were also part of the Mabo Day
celebrations. 

“We would like to say a huge thank you to BEL
for the sponsorship and allowing us to provide
an important feast of traditional foods that was
enjoyed by all, including the tourists,” Ms
Tabuai said.

The delicious food at the Pentecostal rally



Thomas Reuben’s dream of starting his own
plumbing business is now one step closer to
reality thanks to a $1000 donation from
Bamaga Enterprises Ltd (BEL) 

The funding will be used for IT hardware to
help with business administration.

Currently completing the fourth and final year
of his plumbing apprenticeship with Thurgate
Plumbing Contractors, Mr Reuben is
determined to kickstart his own small business
in the construction industry and work within
the Northern Peninsula Area (NPA). 

“I’ve had a lot of experience working in the
NPA; this has included working on a number of
different sites and contracts, but I really want
to give it a go by myself,” Mr Reuben said.

He can see the finish line, with only weeks left
before he becomes a fully qualified plumber. 

“Once I’m done, I’ll be taking more steps
towards completing my certificate IV,
obtaining my gas licence and everything else
that goes into starting a business.

BAMAGA TRADIE GETS A HEAD START ON CAREER 

“I’m very thankful for the sponsorship from BEL
and it will play a pivotal part in my future
endeavours,” Mr Reuben said.

KEEPING THE COMMUNITY
FIT AND HEALTHY

Thomas Reuben is looking forward to starting his own
plumbing business 

BEL has sponsored local fitness guru, Leandra
Newman, to achieve further health credentials
and coordinate an athletic event for her
business, Steel Fitness Bamaga.

A $1,500 contribution will go towards the
completion of a Certificate IV in Allied Health
Assistance – Nutrition and Dietetics
Specialisation. 

As part of her clients’ fitness programs, Ms
Newman provides meal plans and education
in healthy eating. 

“Doing this course will further my
understanding of the human body as well as
potentially lead to future employment at
Queensland Health,” said Ms Newman.

BEL has also provided a $2,500 donation to
again support the annual Steel Fitness Bamaga
Challenge, which aims to help the community
to keep active and mentally strong. 

The event is scheduled for 25 and 26
September. For further information, contact
leandranewman@gmail.com

CLEANING COMPANY
GOES COMMERCIAL 
A local cleaning company is expanding its
services to commercial properties after BEL
provided $1,700 for new industrial cleaning
supplies and equipment. 

Kulasum Newman founded NPA Holiday
Cleaning Business in late 2020 after working
as a cleaner for Northern Peninsula Area
Regional Council.
 
“I was reading an article and saw that BEL
supports businesses so decided to enquire
about it,” Ms Newman said.

“I have really focused on the business over
the past couple of months and since then it
has been really busy and I've started getting
more job offers, which is great. Organisations
around the area are looking for people to
help clean the carpets, especially the
schools.

“I would like to say a big thank you to BEL as
the sponsorship has helped significantly and
will give me an opportunity to continue to
expand my business.” 

mailto:leandranewman@gmail.com


From left: Lea-ann Mears, Leandra Newman and Tanu
Poipoi 

Local gym manager, Tanu Poipoi, will soon be
a qualified CrossFit trainer after receiving a
$1000 sponsorship from Bamaga Enterprises
Ltd (BEL). 

CROSSFIT IS COMING TO BAMAGA

Passionate about exercise, Mr Poipoi decided
to undertake his CrossFit Level 1 Certificate
Course so he could help train others in the
community to live a fit and healthy life. 

CrossFit is a form of high-intensity interval
training that involves a wide range of strength
and conditioning exercises to improve fitness,
power and strength. 

“We incorporate all sorts of exercises, which
can include carrying water bottles, throwing
heavy boulders over our shoulders, climbing
over walls or simply just running,” Mr Poipoi
said. 

He will complete the online course in
September, which involves 22 different
modules such as practical video coaching,
planning and instructing his own class. 

“I would like to say a big thank you to BEL for
their support, which allowed me to undertake
the course.” 

PROVIDING THE TOOLS FOR SCHOOL SUCCESS
Year 7 student, Samuela Hudson, has received
a boost in her education after BEL sponsored a
new laptop to assist in her secondary school
education. 

With her daughter currently enrolled at Cairns
State High School, Samuela’s mother, Vanessa
Hudson, said the laptop will go a long way in
helping with her daughter’s schooling
endeavours.

“They usually receive laptops from school, but
over the years they have been worn down and
she wasn’t allowed to take them home,
whereas now she has the chance to study and
complete assignments after school hours,” Ms
Hudson said.

Currently living with her Grandmother in order
to attend school in Cairns, and with limited
access to transport, the laptop will save time
and stress for Samuela who won’t have to
worry about getting to and from the library. 

As learning material continues to transition to
a digital format, Vanessa says it's fantastic that
BEL is able to help out the local community
school kids with this change. 

Samuela with her new laptop

“It can be tough sometimes as a single mother
and I am very very grateful that we have an
organisation that helps out parents and kids in
the Northern Peninsula region.”



LIQUOR ACT REMINDER FOR BAMAGA YOUTH
BEL would like to remind the community that
the grounds and buildings of Cape York
Peninsula Lodge are licensed premises and
anyone under the age of 18 is not permitted on
site unless accompanied by a responsible
adult.

Under the Queensland Liquor Licensing Act it
is an offence for unaccompanied minors to be
on licensed premises. Signs to this effect have
been placed at all entrances at the Lodge and
any youth members entering the premises

without being accompanied by a responsible
adult with identification are committing an
offence and will be subject to charges.

BEL has spent close to $200,000 to provide
better security at the Lodge with the 

Bamaga Enterprises Ltd. (BEL) hosted award-
winning country singer and songwriter Kevin
Sullivan for two evenings of free, live
entertainment for the community at the end
of July.

The live music kicked off at Bamaga Tavern’s
front bar on the Friday night with a capacity
crowd filling the venue.

Kevin Sullivan also played at Cape York
Peninsula Lodge on the Saturday, where the
Paperbark Restaurant team offered free
canapes to attendees.

TWO NIGHTS OF LIVE COUNTRY MUSIC FOR BAMAGA

Mr Sullivan performing at Cape York Peninsula Lodge 

upgrading of the security camera system, a

new swipe card key system for rooms and new

fencing with automatic code-controlled

entrance gates now being installed. Nighttime

security guards have also been introduced.

 

BEL Chairman, Robert Poipoi, says incidents of

young people roaming around the Lodge give

Indigenous communities a bad reputation.

“It reflects badly on our community business

and frightens guests who blame the Lodge

and then upload unfavourable reviews online,”

Mr Poipoi said.

Playing a variety of music that included a mix of
Paul Kelly, Daryl Braithwaite and country and
western, Kevin's performance was enjoyed by
all. 

“It was good to see a mix of locals and guests
enjoying some old classic hits in what was a
great night for the town,” said Kartik Manhas,
Cape York Peninsula Lodge Manager. 

“It’s not often we get artists travelling to
Bamaga, so it was nice to have some live music
come to town.”

Patrons at the Tavern enjoying live country music 



NEW CHEFS AT BEL OPERATIONS
Cape York Peninsula Lodge and Bamaga Tavern have welcomed fresh additions to their kitchens
with the new staff members having extensive Australian and international cooking experience.

ROGER
Roger is the new bistro chef at Bamaga Tavern after a long career working on different sides of
the food business, including as cook and restaurant owner.

Growing up in Singapore, Roger’s first Australian cooking job was in Melbourne with the
Merchant Navy in the ‘80s where he prepared and served 1000 meals per day. He has also
worked on King Island (Tasmania) and in Cairns since 1992.

“The weather here is similar to Singapore and I thought I’d come up to the Outback and try it
out.” 

JOSH
Josh joined the Lodge team as Sous Chef in May
this year after moving back to Australia
following more than four years living and
working in Europe.

Josh grew up in Weipa and completed his chef
apprenticeship in 2009 on the Gold Coast. From
there he moved to the Sunshine Coast gaining
more experience. His most recent role was
working as Head Chef for the restaurant of an
event venue in The Netherlands.

Josh really loves being close to his family again
in Bamaga. He says his work at Paperbark
Restaurant is different to other kitchens he’s
worked in, being so remote.

“There are various challenges, such as only
having one delivery each week, but it keeps
things interesting,” he said.

CAPE YORK PENINSULA LODGE ACHIEVES NEW
TOURISM ACCREDITATION

The team at Cape York Peninsula Lodge is
proud to have achieved accreditation as a
Sustainable Quality Tourism Accredited
Business by the Queensland Tourism
Industry Council (QTIC). 

This new accreditation status tells
customers and the wider industry that the
business is committed to providing a high-
quality tourism product, service and
experience.

The Lodge has successfully met the required
industry standards and regulations and will
continue to develop and grow exceptional
customer experiences among a network of
over 500 other quality accredited tourism
operators across Queensland. 

The accreditation also entitles the Lodge to
a range of valuable benefits from QTIC. 

New chef Josh putting his cooking skills on show
in the Paperbark Restaurant 

The hard-working team at Cape York Peninsula Lodge
with the accreditation certificate



CAPTURING BAMAGA ON FILM 
In April this year, Bamaga Enterprises Ltd (BEL)
commissioned a creative production company to
visit the Northern Peninsula Area (NPA) to
photograph and film the region. 

Photographer Justin Meneguzzi and
videographer Liam Neal from Unscrambled
stayed a week at Cape York Peninsula Lodge to
visit key shooting locations, such as The Tip,
Thursday Island and Horn Island. They also
interviewed prominent people in the
community, such as BEL Chairperson, Robert
Poipoi, and the Head of Learning - Senior
Campus at NPA State College, Phebe Moore.

The photographs taken during the trip will be
used to help promote tourism to the NPA region.
Unscrambled will also create a series of videos for
BEL, including a marketing video for Cape York
Peninsula Lodge as well as a mini-documentary
about BEL’s Socio Support policy, highlighting
the various ways BEL is providing funding and
opportunities for the community.

“Cape York is one of those places to which you
dream of travelling. When the opportunity came
to visit and help promote the region, we jumped
at it,” said Mr Meneguzzi.

DESIGNATED AREA MIGRATION AGREEMENT (DAMA)

“Meeting members of the community who have
directly benefited from BEL’s support was
heartwarming, and we want to do our best to
help spread the word about the good work BEL
is doing.”

Follow BEL on Facebook, Instagram and YouTube
to see the photos and videos captured from the
shoot in the coming months. 

With closed international borders, there is now a
very limited pool of skilled labour, especially in
the hospitality industry. These positions are
traditionally filled by overseas personnel looking
to gain permanent residence in Australia. 

Chefs and F&B staff tend to move around each
season and it’s an expensive process to recruit
new staff each year, especially in remote
locations. Overseas staff have to stay in Australia
for several years and work in regional and remote
regions to gain permanent residence. This
provides years of stability in key areas for the
hospitality industry. 

COVID-19 has changed all this and the hospitality
industry throughout Australia is desperate for
staff in all the major tourist centres. Hospitality
staff can therefore pick where they want to work,
and of course choose regional centres rather
than the more remote Indigenous communities
of Cape York where hospitality staff shortages are
now critical.  

The Indigenous communities of Cape York are
excluded from the very program that allows for
skilled migration. A designated area migration
agreement (DAMA) provides access to more
overseas workers. Under the DAMA framework,
employers in designated areas experiencing skills
and labour shortages can sponsor skilled and
semi-skilled overseas workers. 

A DAMA ensures employers recruit Australian
citizens and permanent residents as a priority.
Employers must demonstrate a genuine attempt

to recruit Australians prior to getting access to a
DAMA labour agreement, and of course pay
Australian wage rates.

After previous community consultation, the Far
North Queensland (FNQ) DAMA agreement
excludes all the Indigenous Cape communities
except Thursday Island, Weipa and Cooktown.
This affects the NPA, which is the ultimate
destination of all the visitors heading up the Cape. 

BEL operates Cape York Peninsula Lodge and
Bamaga Tavern. This tourist season, the Lodge has
struggled to secure chefs and other F&B
professionals for the Lodge and bistro, including
qualified bar staff. This is putting an incredible
strain on existing staff to cover the vacant
positions.

The reason for the exclusion of the Indigenous
communities from the FNQ DAMA is reportedly
that overseas staff may take the positions of local
community members. However, there are no
Indigenous qualified chefs or F&B professionals in
the Cape communities, so this argument is
redundant. The lack of available staff has resulted
in BEL having to significantly increase salaries to
attract staff. 

NPA Regional Council needs to decide whether it
wants to be included in the important FNQ DAMA
and advise the Cairns Chamber of Commerce if
so.

Chris Foord, General Manager,
Bamaga Enterprises Ltd

Justin Meneguzzi (middle) and Liam Neal (right)
interview Jeffrey Aniba, whose organisations are
supported by BEL


