
Bamaga Enterprises Ltd (BEL) has provided six
scholarships totalling $90,000 to students from
Northern Peninsula Area State College (NPASC) to
complete university studies in 2021, the highest
number it has ever provided. 

BEL Chairperson, Robert Poipoi, said the
Indigenous, community-owned organisation had
never received more than three applications per
year previously.

“The BEL board members were so pleased with
the decision to increase the number of
scholarships available per year from three to six
under its Socio Support Policy and will look to
support even more in the future,” Mr Poipoi said.
 
“Most of these students have needed to move
across the state to begin their studies and the
funding from BEL will provide vital assistance
towards tuition and living expenses.”

Phebe Moore, Head of Learning at NPASC, who
worked closely with the students on their
applications, says the scholarships from BEL have
been crucial for the many upfront costs needed
to set up students to live away from home.

“Other financial support options can take a long
while so without BEL’s support, I’m not sure they
would have been able to get there,” she said.

“It’s also given the students a sense of confidence
to be getting out there and setting themselves
up, without relying on their families to support
them financially.

“Each of the students have chosen compelling
pathways and are passionate about bringing their
new knowledge and skills back to the Bamaga
community.”

Scholarship recipient Jamani Elu said, “The BEL
scholarship has helped me a lot to pay for my
books, my stationery and my rent. This has been a
blessing.” 

Shanirah-Nay Kiwat (Bachelor Government and
International Relations at Griffith University)
would like to work in politics. She is keen to
follow in her grandmother’s footsteps and wants
to represent Indigenous people and their rights.

“I’ve always wanted to pursue a career where I can
both travel and help my people. Becoming a
politician would not only allow me to do both of
these things, but also enable me to educate
Australia and other countries about my culture.”

Jamani Elu (Diploma of Education Studies at Griffith
College/Bachelor of Education at Griffith University)
aspires to help ease the transition of Indigenous
young people into school and society, especially
with language. 

The six below enrolments each received $15,000
scholarships ($5,000 per year):

Shanirah-Nay Kiwat – Bachelor of Government and
International Relations (Griffith University)

Jamani Elu – Diploma of Education Studies (Griffith
College)/Bachelor Education (Griffith University)

Naomi Motlop – Diploma of Business Studies
(Central Queensland University)

Zidanie Mudu – Diploma Higher Education (James
Cook University) 

Alice Solomon – Bachelor of Nursing (ACU)

Kendolyn Williams – Bachelor of International
Tourism/Bachelor of Business (Griffith University)
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From left: ZIdanie Mudu, Naomi Motlop and Sharina-Nay
Kiwat 



Welcome to the Autumn edition of The BEL Bulletin.

There is much to celebrate in this new edition, with youngsters
representing the Northern Peninsula Area (NPA) in basketball and
rugby, health and medical support for the community, and
sponsoring religious functions, all as part of our Socio Support Policy. 

Bamaga Enterprises Ltd (BEL) awarded a record-breaking number of
new university scholarships and the Board and I were particularly
proud to see six young women pursue higher education. These
women will hopefully become future leaders for our community and
we should all celebrate their achievements. 

In other news, the fence installation around Cape York Peninsula
Lodge is a welcome addition just in time for the tourist season, and
we're expecting high visitation numbers with our slice of paradise
featured in a top national newspaper. 

WELCOME TO THE BEL BULLETIN

EXCITEMENT AS KKY PROJECT PRODUCER RETURNS TO
BAMAGA 

We hope you enjoy this edition of our newsletter and we look forward to continuing to support
Bamaga and the NPA region.  

Robert Poipoi – Chairperson, Bamaga Enterprises Ltd

Jeffrey Aniba-Waia, Executive Producer of the
KKY Language Project, said he was thrilled to
receive an enthusiastic welcome when he
visited the Northern Peninsula Area (NPA) in
February.

Mr Aniba-Waia, who is a custodian and
choreographer from Saibai Island, was visiting
the community as part of the project’s pre-
production process. The KKY Language Project
aims to provide digital video language
resources to Bamaga, Seisia and Saibai
communities, allowing the Saibai language to
be preserved in video form and used to teach
future generations.

“The Saibai language is a living thing,”
explained Mr Aniba-Waia. “Saibai and Torres
Strait Islanders need help in reviving their own
language. There are few speakers now.”

Mr Aniba-Waia was heartened to see such a
positive response from younger members of the
community, and said he was working to
organise another visit to meet with those who
may have missed a chance to meet with him. 

BEL is auspicing the funding for the KKY
Language Project and providing administrative
services so that the community maintains
ownership of the production and end resources.

The Kalaw Kawaw Ya (KKY) dialect is spoken
mainly in the top western group of islands in
Torres Strait and is integral to passing down
culture and lessons through stories and songs.

Experienced film and television producer Dr
Andrew Belletty is steering the project and has
delivered digital media programs to Indigenous
communities previously.

Website: www.bament.com.au

CONTACT DETAILS
Bamaga Enterprises Ltd

Rural Transaction Centre
180 Adidi Street
Bamaga

Queensland 4876

 Tel: 07 4069 3533 

Email: admin1@bament.com.au

https://www.bament.com.au/


Bamaga Enterprises Ltd (BEL) sponsored
Timacoy Tabuai to attend the CQ Indigenous
Reconciliation Rugby League Games in January
2021.

As Bamaga Community Representative,
Timacoy played in the Central Queensland
team at the games in Rockhampton, which
saw selectors for NRL Under 18s in attendance.

Previously, BEL provided sponsorship to
support Timacoy with boarding at the NRL
Cowboys House, which allowed him firsthand
experience training with the Cowboys.

Timacoy’s proud mother, Kitty Tabuai, said she
was grateful for the opportunity afforded to
their motivated son, who gained valuable skills
and exposure to help in his goal to become an
NRL football player.

“We as parents would like to thank Bamaga
Enterprises very much for its tremendous
support for this young boy.”

“Your support has been very helpful in getting
his one foot in the door, and also was an eye
opener for the management team for his
performance over the weekend,” said Ms
Tabuai.

Timacoy is currently in year 12 and continuing
his education at the Tec-NQ Trade School in

TIMACOY PLAYS FOR CENTRAL QUEENSLAND RUGBY TEAM

Timacoy (left) with Rockhampton Traditional Owner

NEW MARQUEE HELPS SPREAD THE WORD ON GOOD HEALTH
A BEL sponsorship of $5,000 for the Torres and
Cape Hospital and Health Service will play a
major role in promoting key messages around
preventing chronic health diseases. 

The funds will go towards producing
educational and promotional resources that
will help support community organisations and
events. 

Marquees will be the first items purchased,
which will be available for use at all sporting
clubs and community-organised events in the
Northern Peninsula Area (NPA).

“The marquees will be used to deliver the key
messages around combating chronic health
disease,” explained Phoebe Motlop, from NPA
Primary Health Services. 

The Kombat Chronic Disease (KCD) program is
a Queensland Health program that has run for 

Townsville, soon to become an auto marine
mechanic. He is heavily involved with the West
Lions Football Club and also engages with
representative teams from Townsville. 

Ms Tabuai says that Timacoy is eager to
encourage others to walk in the same path,
and he will be back in the NPA later this year to
proudly play in local carnivals once more.

over five years. It aims to educate the NPA
community on the importance of long-term
health through six key messages.

“These are Matha Move (get active), Kai-Kai
Health (eat healthy), Moder8 (moderate
drinking sugary drinks), Regular Check Up
(health checks), Nor Smok (quit smoking), and
Drink Plenty Wata (drink a lot of water),” Ms
Motlop said.

“These are all preventative messages to combat
chronic health disease, and with the marquee
we can now target other organisations, such as
sporting codes.

“We adopted the idea from the Torres Islands
due to their success over there, and we’re
hoping it can have the same effect throughout
the NPA.”



The Compass Club North Marathon is back at
Bamaga for its third year, taking place on 15 and
16 May. 

The race will offer a variety of distances to suit all
runners including 42 km, 21 km and 7 km
distances. The 42 km race will begin at the
Bamaga Airport and end at Pajinka car park (The
Tip). The 21 km course will be entirely along
Pajinka Road and finish at the car park.

Commencing at dawn, a traditional Welcome to
Country will be held before the start of the 42 km,
which will kick off at 6 am. The 21 km distance
will begin 1.5 hours later at 7.30 am.

The 7 km fun run will take place the day before
on 15 May, beginning outside the Alau Beach
campgrounds and finishing at the Seisia Fishing
Club.

A post-race poolside barbecue is planned at BEL’s
Cape York Peninsula Lodge but will be
dependent on the current COVID restrictions at
the time. 

To register, or find out more information head to:
www.elements-running.com/north-cape-york

The next phase in improvements to Cape York
Peninsula Lodge (CYPL) will involve upgraded
new fencing and automatic gates installed
across the property.

“The new fencing will not only bring an extra
layer of security for the Lodge, but it will also
improve the aesthetics, stop people using the
Lodge as a ‘short cut’, and help keep out horses
from wandering through the property,”
explained Kartik Manhas, Operations Manager
for CYPL. 

The improved fencing will require an
automatic swipe card to open the two main
entrance gates at the Lodge. Mr Manhas said
the gates would mainly be closed after hours
once the restaurant was closed for the day.

The fencing is part of ongoing upgrades at the
Lodge, with future projects including new
decking and balustrades, upgraded Wi-Fi
connectivity, swipe-card room access and a
new security camera system. The upgrades are
expected to total $300,000 in investment
when completed. 

Mr Manhas said the Lodge was expecting a
bumper season from early May, with strong
forward bookings from tour groups.

UPGRADED FENCING AT CAPE YORK PENINSULA LODGE 

New fencing will be installed at the Lodge

A $2.4m funding application has also been
lodged for a Cultural Experience Centre to be
built adjacent to the Lodge reception area,
which would house a covered theatre with
permanent seating and video/audio capacity to
enhance traditional dance performances. 

It will also include a history of Bamaga/NPA
display, a gallery presenting Indigenous art and
crafts together with a souvenir shop
merchandising Indigenous products.

COMPASS CLUB MARATHON RETURNS TO NPA 

Participants compete in 2019's Compass Club Marathon

https://www.elements-running.com/north-cape-york


Chefs at Cape York Peninsula Lodge's
Paperbark Restaurant have been left blushing
after being heaped with praise by amateur
food critics.

The restaurant was visited by Year 12 hospitality
students from Northern Peninsula Area State
College, who came to do a review of the
restaurant and the hospitality experience.

We could tell you what they thought, but we
think it's best to publish their own words
instead: 
⠀

“The lamb shanks were cooked to perfection
and fell off the bone. The tomato gravy, which
was served with this dish, really complemented
the lamb. I relished the combination of these
two flavours.  

The mashed potatoes were also a delicious
aspect to the dish and definitely the star of this
whole dish. It was creamy and well-seasoned
and overall was just delightful in every bite. The
green beans were cooked perfectly and had a
nice buttery taste to them. They still had a
crunch to the texture and were not overcooked
and soft. All of these ingredients went
impeccably together and were delightful to
eat. The portion size for this dish was perfect as
I had finished it and was very satisfied.

During the main course, the Head Chef, Craig,
came to our table to check up on us and made
sure we were satisfied with our meals.

For dessert, I ordered the lamington. This
dessert was an interpretation of the chef’s idea
of a traditional lamington. The presentation
was stunning and looked scrumptious. The lady
finger biscuit was coated in chocolate and
tasted sweet; by adding this element it acted
like the corner pieces of an old-fashioned
lamington. 

The raspberry coulis accompanied the
lamington perfectly, adding a lovely sweet-
tangy flavour to the dessert. I believe the
lamington pieces were baked freshly in the
restaurant and not store brought as they were
fresh and spongy. 

The cream added an additional texture to the
dessert by cutting down on the sweetness. The
nougat pieces were sweet and gave the dish a
chewy texture which I enjoyed. In my opinion, I
recommend in the future that they plate the
dish with ice cream and cream instead of solely
cream. Regardless of this, overall I was very
pleased with my dessert.”

Tuck into your own plate of lamb shanks at
the Paperbark Restaurant at Cape York
Peninsula Lodge. 
Call (07) 4069 3050 to make a booking.  

YOUNG FOOD CRITICS VISIT PAPERBARK RESTAURANT 

Lamb shanks available at Paperbark Restaurant Head Chef Craig Drew



Bamaga Enterprises Ltd (BEL) supported five
optometrists from Queensland University of
Technology (QUT) to visit the NPA and provide
free eyes tests for children in February, with

$10,000 in accommodation, transport and meals

at Cape York Peninsula Lodge provided. 

“The aim was to provide a service to the kids to
do comprehensive vision testing and to
understand the extent of any uncorrected vision
problems that may be in the community,”
explained optometrist, Dr Scott Read, Associate
Professor at QUT’s School of Optometry and
Vision Science. 

The optometrists conducted over 250 tests on
children aged 5 to 15, using 200 kg of eye-testing
equipment, with a summary of the overall results
set to be released to the community. 

“We are still analysing the data in terms of
results, but we will provide a report back to the
community soon with the overall prevalence
results from the study,” said Dr Read.

“All the individual reports are done, and the
results were given to the parents and carers of
the children. Referrals were also provided for
children with significant eye conditions needing
follow-up.

BAMAGA KIDS RECEIVE FREE EYE TESTS

“Any of the kids found to be needing glasses will

be provided with two free pairs: one pair for
home and one separate pair for school. All of the
participating children were also given a free pair
of sunglasses.”

From the 250 students that received the test, Dr

Read said there was a good response from the 
Bamaga region.

“The community was welcoming and very
positive,” Dr Read said, whose team stayed in
Bamaga for two weeks. 

“There was a pretty high demand for the service
once we began testing eyes, and it felt like
people were quite appreciative.” 

Dr Read was also pleased with how the testing
was conducted and is hoping that it will be a
stepping stone to providing more consistent
testing in communities such as Bamaga and the
Northern Peninsula Area.

“We are hopeful that we could potentially return
to the community at some point. The aim is to
have an ongoing and sustainable, long-term
community-based program.”

FEELING COOL AND CALM FOR MEDICAL TREATMENT
BEL has sponsored the recent installation of a
split system air conditioning unit for Bamaga
resident, Charles Aniba. 

Mr Aniba, who is currently unwell, said the air
conditioning in his living room has helped
make his home more comfortable while he
undergoes medical treatment, especially during
the summer months. 

Mr Aniba regularly flies to Cairns for medical 

procedures as well, and says knowing he can
return and be comfortable in his own home has
made a difference in his recovery.

“I really appreciate what Bamaga Enterprises
has done for me. My kids love it too and joke
that my house is the North Pole!”

When he is well, in his spare time Mr Aniba
loves to go fishing, diving and collect dugong
tusks, which he uses for carvings. 

Above & below left: Students participate in eye tests 



Bamaga Enterprises Ltd (BEL) has
strengthened its commitment to community
safety by partnering with Border Watch, an
initiative from the Federal Department of
Home Affairs dedicated to safeguarding
Australia’s coastal borders.

The partnership means employees of BEL’s
businesses will be on the lookout for unusual or
suspicious incidents that might suggest illegal
immigration has taken place or illegal products
are being imported, such as narcotics. Border
Watch will provide BEL with awareness training
and briefings on how to recognise potentially
suspicious behaviour.

“As an Indigenous community-owned
company on the tip of the east coast of
Australia, we are certainly in a position to
notice any suspicious or unusual activity at our
borders,” said Chris Foord, BEL’s General 

BEL continues to sponsor the Torres and Cape
Indigenous Futsal Association (TCIFA) to visit
the Northern Peninsula Area (NPA) in March,
April, May and beyond in a drive to encourage
children's participation in the inclusive and
energetic sport of futsal. TCIFA aims to
establish futsal as a regular activity in the
community.
 
In March, TCIFA’s co-founders Nicky Poipoi and
Eugene Orwell ran ‘Come & Try’ sessions across
all three NPA State College campuses and an
evening session at Umagico Hall with the
support of the NPA Regional Council. The
evening event attracted around 50 children
and adults. Mrs Poipoi and Mr Orwell returned
in April to run an afternoon session and a mid-
morning session at the Bamaga Junior
Campus, which attracted 50 participants over
the two days. 
 
“Our March visit to the campuses was a sound
success, with participation at the schools close
to 100% thanks to the active encouragement of
the College's teachers, and the participants
really enjoyed it too,” Mr Orwell said. 

“We’d like to thank BEL for its continuing
support by way of flights, accommodation,
equipment and transport, and the College’s
permission to use the Bamaga Junior Campus
hall, so that we are able to return and run
further futsal activity to increase participation.”

Manager, adding the organisation had a history
of working closely with law enforcement.

“We already work closely with police because of
our liquor licences at the Bamaga Tavern and
Cape York Peninsula Lodge and the need for
security at our venues. BEL’s Chairperson,
Robert Poipoi, is also a member of the Army
Reserve and regularly works on patrol on the
border with Papua New Guinea.” 

BEL encourages the wider Bamaga and NPA
community to get involved and do their bit to
keep the community safe. The mantra when it
comes to identifying suspicious activity is ‘if it
doesn’t feel right, flag it’.

Reports can be made to Border Watch either
online at www.homeaffairs.gov.au, over the

phone or by post or fax. People who make a
report can choose to keep their details
anonymous. 

BEL JOINS BORDER PATROL TO HELP PROTECT AUSTRALIANS 

 
The next futsal event will take place over two
afternoons and is scheduled for early May.

To keep up to date on the latest futsal news,
you can now follow “Bamaga Futsal Club” on
Facebook.

FUTSAL SESSIONS A HIT 

Futsal has been enjoyed by many throughout the
community

http://www.homeaffairs.gov.au/


Bamaga Enterprises Ltd (BEL) donated $2,000
to the Assembly of God (AOG) Church towards
catering for the Easter Rally Event in April. 

Around 150 people attended the event across
four days, including current church members
as well as many new community members and
families.

“It was a blessed weekend for families and for
us as a church to see many people come
through,” said AOG secretary, Phoebe Motlop

Across the weekend the community gathered
to reflect and pray, share meals, attend services,
and get to know each other. One of the
sessions invited community members to
attend an Easter ‘Question and Answer’ session. 

“Attendees were welcomed to ask questions
anonymously and four pastors as guest
speakers responded to the queries and shared
through the weekend the message of the
gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ,” Ms Motlop said.

One church member was ordained as a pastor,
four others were given a worker’s credential,
and three families had their children dedicated
to the church.

Mrs Motlop said there was lots of support from
community members who came and
volunteered with the cooking. 

“Thank you to BEL for their contribution and
support for this event and also previous events,”
she said.
 

BEL SUPPORTS EASTER RALLY COMMUNITY EVENT 

INVESTING IN MORE
HEALTH PRACTITIONERS
BEL has donated $1,500 per student towards
supporting three Bamaga students to complete
their Certificate IV in Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander Primary Health Practice. 

The course will help the students build their
management and leadership skills, in addition to
training them in applying emergency medical
skills. 

Hylda Wapau, Nurse Navigator at the Torres and
Cape Hospital and Health Service, says once the
students have completed the course, they'll be
registered with the Australian Health Practitioner
Regulation Agency (AHPRA) and can then be
employed as an Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander Health Practitioner.

FREE SCHOOL UNIFORMS
FOR NPA COLLEGE

Continuing its annual tradition, BEL has again
provided free school uniforms to over 700
students across the three Northern Peninsula
Area State College (NPASC) campuses. In
total, BEL donated $65,000 to provide
students with two sets of shirts and shorts
free of charge.

Phebe Moore, Head of Learning at NPASC,
said having access to uniforms played an
important role in encouraging students to
attend classes, and that the donation from
BEL was invaluable for the school’s students. 

A great weekend of meeting, praying and sharing
food together



In March, the NPA Scorpions represented the Northern Peninsula Area (NPA) in the Police-Citizens
Youth Clubs (PCYC) Queensland ‘Deadly 3s’ basketball competition in Cairns. Their trip was
sponsored by BEL, which contributed $950 to subsidise ferry, accommodation and uniform costs.

The NPA team was a diverse and talented bunch from across the different communities in the area,
with Richard Passi and Raymond Panuel representing Bamaga, Robert Sagigi from New Mapoon,
and Windsor Bowie for Injinoo. 

The team, who call themselves the NPA Scorpions, were given the opportunity to travel to Cairns to
compete in the PCYC competition after winning a 3x3 basketball competition on Thursday Island. 

It also showcases their abilities for selection in
the IBA National Tournament, an opportunity
for aspiring players to progress to other
basketball leagues.

Leia and Timothy played outstanding games in
the tournament and both were selected to
represent the Cape/Torres area to play in the
Gold Coast.

BEL also donated $2,400 to the Northern

Peninsula Area State College to help five
students compete in regional basketball trials
held in Cairns in March.
 
Arnido Matysek, Jewls Mara, Keisha Wapau, Ned

Wilson and Zackius Young were accompanied

by a teacher on a visit to Cairns, with funding
from BEL used to subsidise the cost of transport
and accommodation associated with the trip. 

SUPPORTING THE NEXT GENERATION OF BASKETBALL
PLAYERS

SCORPIONS REPRESENT NPA IN CAIRNS ‘DEADLY 3S’

Leia Elu (bottom left) and Timothy Panuel (above)
featured in the recent Under 14s basketball
competition on Thursday Island

Bamaga Enterprises Ltd (BEL) assisted two

promising basketball players from Bamaga to
participate in the Indigenous Community

Basketball League hosted by Indigenous
Basketball Australia (IBA) earlier this year. 

Leia Elu and Timothy Panuel played in the
Under 14s basketball competition run over eight
weekends on Thursday Island and BEL provided
the ferry fares for their eight return trips ($480
each).

The community tournament provides an
opportunity for young people to participate in
structured training sessions, develop their
basketball skills and promote a healthy lifestyle.



BEL supported 32 students from years 9-12 for
the Peninsula Rugby League Trials in Cairns in
March. 

Northern Peninsula Area State College (NPASC)
and Tagai State College students joined forces
to form four teams (under 15 and under 18 boys
and girls) that represented the sporting district
of ‘Torres Strait’.

Students played in a number of games at the
grounds of Cairns Brothers Rugby League
Football Club. All involved represented the
school and the region with an enormous level
of pride and passion.

The senior boys team was competitive in all
games. Denjon Mooka was a stand out, and was
selected in the ‘possible and probable' team
that competed at the end of the carnival.
Likewise, the junior boys approached each
game with grit and determination. 

Zeke Jawai was electric in each of his games,
also earning a spot in the ‘possible and
probable’ game. 

Both of the Torres Strait girls' teams were a
class above their opposition, winning the
majority of their games. 

NPASC Sports Coordinator, Stuart Jones, was
thrilled with the efforts from all students.

“The NPA had two students selected in the
Peninsula Under 15s girls' team, which is a truly
outstanding effort. Marjorie Solomon and
Teuisha Wilson were the chosen students with
Waisis Yoelu selected as a shadow player," said
Mr Jones.

“The financial support from BEL was very
beneficial to our students, and combined with
support from the school, families were left with
almost no out-of-pocket expenses. 

“It was great to see all students give it their all
and step out of their comfort zone," Mr Jones
said. 

“Being able to go on the trip gave the students
the opportunity to participate in a large-scale
team carnival that is unavailable in a small
community, while also getting to meet and
communicate with different coaches, students
and officials.

“On behalf of the students, we would like to say
a big thank you to BEL for making the
experience possible.”

BEL HELPS FLY TEAM TO CAIRNS FOR RUGBY TOURNAMENT

U18 Torres Strait Girls 

The students await their flight at Bamaga Airport

Under 18 Torres Strait Boys with the rested #12 jersey



PREPARING OUR CHILDREN FOR SUCCESS 

STUDENT-LED BASKETBALL COMPETITION A HIT

Bamaga Enterprises Ltd (BEL) has approved a
donation of a bus and $30,000 in funding to
Northern Peninsula Area Ngurpai Ikama Ikya
Council (NPANIIC) in support of its parent
tutoring program.

NPANIIC is a leading community body that
provides strategic and policy advice to local,
State and Federal governments on community
education. It will run the Home Interaction
Parent Program for Youngsters (HIPPY) in the
Northern Peninsula area for 2021-2023, a unique
initiative that trains parents on how to tutor
young children aged four and five years.

The program’s philosophy is that parents and
family members are best placed to deliver early
childhood learning programs, and the HIPPY
initiative helps give parents the tools they need
to set their young children up for success at
school. The initiative has the capacity to engage
25 students and their parents each year, with
demand expected to grow. 

To support the growth of HIPPY, BEL has
donated a 12-seat HiAce bus to NPANIIC, which
will be used to transport parents and their
children to venues and excursions as part of the
program. In addition to the bus, BEL will also
provide NPANIIC with $30,000 over two years
to cover operating and maintenance costs
associated with running the program. 

NPANIIC has been delivering the HIPPY

program for the last three years using private
vehicles to visit parents and students in the five
communities of the Northern Peninsula Area,
however the costs of maintaining vehicles has
been an ongoing challenge for the organisation. 

“I take my hat off to Bamaga Enterprises for this
sponsorship and what they do for the
community,” said Mr Jeffrey Aniba, Chair of the
Education, Training and Employment Council. 

“I was speechless for about a minute when I
found out they were supporting us. I couldn't
thank them enough.”

Year 9 and 10 students from Northern Peninsula
Area State College (NPASC) organised and ran
their own 3 vs 3 basketball competition last
term.

The competition was a school assessment,
which required students to develop and
organise a community event. In addition to
managing the competition draw, rules, and job
allocation for the event, the students also
approached a number of businesses for prizes
and sponsorship, including BEL. 

BEL agreed to donate three sets of music
headphones, valued at a total of $150.  

The event itself was a great success, with fifteen
teams from Years 7 to 12 competing across two
Friday afternoons for the lion’s share of the
prizes. Both the Junior and Senior competitions
were tough, however by 2 pm on the second
Friday afternoon, the cream had well and truly
risen to the top. 

Zeke Jawai and Ned Ropeyarn – as a pair –
emerged as winners in the Junior competition
after defeating worthy opponents in Leia Elu,
Jeanstarr Atu and Rebekah Nona. Maco
Williams, Paul Williams and Harold Pascoe won
the Senior finale in a thrilling match against
Moa Wasiu, Willan Aniba and Rangi Salee. 

Both afternoons were very entertaining, with
exceptional basketball skills and sportsmanship
on display from all students involved. Individual
prizes and awards were given to the following
students for their outstanding performances
and efforts during the competition:

Junior male MVP: Zeke Jawai
Junior female MVP: Leia Elu
Senior female MVP: Kyra Bowie
Senior male MVP: Maco Williams
Best and Fairest: Marjorie Solomon
Competition MVP: Willan Aniba

Mr Aniba with the bus that BEL is donating to the
HIPPY program



Clifford Wasiu is a Director and Deputy Chair of the Bamaga
Enterprises Ltd (BEL) Board. His clan’s totem is the emu. Mr Wasiu’s
wind is the South Jai, while his constellation is the Thigai (Milky Way)
and his spiritual being is Melawal.

Mr Wasiu has served on the Board as Director for the last eight years
and was one of the founding members of BEL, created to help
Indigenous people in necessitous circumstance and to further the
economic, social and cultural interests of the Bamaga community and
Northern Peninsula Area (NPA). Mr Wasiu says he gains a lot of
satisfaction from his work as a Director knowing that BEL is giving
back to the community through its Socio Support Policy that provides
donations, sponsorships and community infrastructure to Bamaga
and NPA communities.

In addition to working with the Board on key decisions, such as where
to invest in infrastructure and finalising community grants, Mr Wasiu
also works full time with the Northern Peninsula Area Regional

MEET THE DIRECTOR: CLIFFORD WASIU

Council (NPARC) as Parks and Garden Manager. In this role he works closely with his team of 20 staff
to care for the parks and gardens of the entire NPA.

Mr Wasiu’s family originally emigrated to Bamaga from the Torres Strait Islands following World War
II in 1947. He was born and educated in Bamaga and after graduating, Mr Wasiu took up carpentry.
He has left a legacy of houses in and around Bamaga after running his own company, but hung up
his tool belt to begin working for the Council. 

At BEL, Mr Wasiu says a large part of his role is looking after the cultural aspects for the community.
This includes organising local performances for travellers staying at Cape York Peninsula Lodge.

“I’m one of the cultural leaders of the community, and I will look after things like initiations and
other cultural events for Bamaga,” says Mr Wasiu. 

In his spare time, Mr Wasiu says he enjoys crafting cultural artefacts, such as bows, arrows and
drums, which can be used in the traditional dance performances he helps to organise.  He says he
gains the most satisfaction from his work knowing that BEL is giving back to the community.

“Bamaga is so special, because this is our home. It has changed a lot for over 20 years; I remember
when there was just a dirt road running through the middle of town. For the last 10 years, BEL has
played a big role in all the change and good work that has taken place, supporting local
organisations.”

“I enjoy working with the BEL Board because we work with the people – BEL is owned by the people
– so we’re always helping schools, helping people who are unwell, and always reinvesting back into
our people.” 

CAPE YORK MAKES HEADLINES
Bamaga and the Northern Peninsula Area (NPA)
was the star of a cover story published in the
Traveller section of The Age newspaper and online
in February. Award-winning travel journalist,
Catherine Marshall, wrote the story following a
hosted tour of the NPA coordinated by BEL,
Tourism Tropical North Queensland, Peddells
Thursday Island Tours and local tourism operators. 

Ms Marshall was treated to the highlights of the
region, including Thursday Island and Horn Island,
Fruit Bat Falls, and The Tip, and stayed at Cape
York Peninsula Lodge, which is operated by BEL. 

She interviewed several locals for the story,
including Jo-Anne Adidi, Bamaga resident and
member of the Naygayiw Gigi Dance Troupe; Chris
Foord, General Manager for BEL; and Sue John, a
tour guide with Peddells Thursday Island Tours.

Traveller reaches an audience of 822,000 each
month, and is considered to be one of the most
influential travel publications in the country. It’s
expected the article will help boost tourism for the
NPA and support the local economy. 


