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Bamaga adapts to COVID-19 conditions as Tavern prepares for re-opening 
 

Bamaga Tavern is preparing to re-open – with more limited trading hours – in line with the easing of COVID-19 

restrictions.  
 

After an absence of three months, the Tavern’s front bar area will open on Wednesday 15 July, while its Bistro 

area will be back in action late July once minor renovations are completed. Keno games will also return and the 

drive-through bottle shop will continue to operate as normal.  

 

Bamaga Enterprises Ltd (BEL), which operates the Tavern, has benefited from a $100,000 Indigenous Business 

Australian (IBA) grant and loan as part of IBA’s COVID relief package. The funding has assisted in covering fixed 

costs such as electricity to enable the re-opening of the Tavern and the restaurant at Cape York Peninsula 

Lodge, as well as re-engaging some staff previously stood down. 

 

BEL Chairperson, Robert Poi Poi, said, “We’re relieved to be on track to have all of our operations back on board 

by late July. We would like to thank our staff and community for their patience during this challenging time. 

We’d also like to thank industry and government bodies such as the IBA for their support.”  

 

Bamaga Tavern has a COVID Safe Industry Plan in place, which requires the following: 

• patron numbers cannot exceed 1 per 4 square metres – in accordance with this and security 

regulations, Bamaga Tavern will accommodate up to 50 customers at a time 

• social distancing is to be observed and the Tavern will arrange its lounge chairs accordingly 

• patrons must register their details in the log book at the entrance 

• payment preference is EFTPOS/payWave to minimise physical contact 

 

Operating hours from 15 July 2020:  

• Mon-Tues midday to 7pm (drive-through); 5pm to 7pm (front bar) 

• Wed-Sat midday to 9pm (drive-through); 5pm to 9pm (front bar) 

 

BEL will review these hours if local patronage and tourism visitation increases sufficiently. The organisation 

would like to remind customers to be patient during this time.  

 

www.bament.com.au  

 

For further media information, contact:  

Christina Koullas, CK PR, m 0425 670 110, e christina@ckpr.com.au 

 

 

About Bamaga Enterprises 
Bamaga Enterprises Ltd (BEL) was incorporated on 12 April 2002 and is an independent, Bamaga community company.  

 

The Indigenous organisation aims to support the community through the provision of infrastructure, and by funding local 

project development, sporting organisations and individuals through donations and sponsorships. BEL is carefully 

managed so that funds generated can be reinvested into the community. 

 

BEL operates Bamaga BP, Bamaga Tavern, Cape York Peninsula Lodge and BELCON (building and maintenance services). 
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Bamaga itself is a small town near the northern tip of Queensland in the Northern Peninsula Area (NPA). Bamaga is a 

gateway to Cape York or ‘the Tip’ and subsequently attracts many visitors, including tourists, and those from the 

government and corporate sector.  


