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Closing the distance for the next generation of sporting champions 
Natural sporting talent in Indigenous communities is abundant, but the chance to develop up-

and-coming sports stars is often missed due to their remote geographic locations. 

 

Bamaga Enterprises Ltd, a community-owned, Indigenous organisation, has been looking to 

assist local youth and sporting clubs over the past decade in achieving their goals through 

sponsorships. To date, the organisation has contributed around $80,000 towards this effort. 

 

Bamaga Enterprises Chairperson, Robert Poi Poi, says that whether playing in or supporting a 

team, local sporting clubs can provide a feeling of belonging.  

 

“It’s important for us to develop local talent who, with the right opportunities, may eventually 

go on to compete at the state, national or international level. 

 

“An excellent example of this is basketball star Nathan Jawai, who received Bamaga Enterprises’ 

support in his teens for advanced training in the U.S. Nathan went on to play in the NBA and is 

now Captain of the Cairns Taipans,” says Mr Poi Poi. 

 

 

No matter the sport, Olive Whap is on the ball 

She may be young, but Bamaga’s Olive Whap is already an emerging star in both rugby and 

Aussie rules football.  

 

Olive’s mother, Mabelene Whap, had heard of Bamaga Enterprises’ sponsorship program and 

found more information at the organisation’s website.  

 

According to Ms Whap, remote communities have hidden talents that are not being recognised, 
due to lack of exposure.  
 
“Olive progressed from a clinic on Thursday Island in May to a trial in Atherton, then 
Townsville, where she was finally selected for the Northern Marlins Junior State team for QRL 
Northern Region.” 
 
Bamaga Enterprises sponsored Olive to travel to the Sunshine Coast for the Queensland Rugby 
League Junior State Championships - Under 14 Girls. The support covered team fees, airfares, 
accommodation and meals. 
 
“The competition built her skills and gave her more experience,” Ms Whap says. “It helped Olive 
realise just how tough you have to be to play Rugby at this higher level. 
  
“As a normally quiet girl, the tournament helped her gain confidence that she can fit in 
anywhere, not just among her own people.” 
  
Olive is still playing both rugby and AFL through Thursday Island Secondary College, but has set 
herself goals, according to Ms Whap. 



 
 

 
“She is thinking about schooling down south next year, so she can continue growing her skills 
and exposing herself to a higher level of competition on a regular basis.”  
 
 
 
Jaylen Poi Poi kicks goals around the world 
Jaylen Poi Poi began representing Australia in futsal (indoor soccer) from the mere age of 10 

years old. In 2013, Bamaga Enterprises sponsored Jaylen to travel with his mother Nicole Poi 

Poi to the USA for the Under 12 Futsal Championships.  

 

Two years later, Bamaga Enterprises provided another sponsorship for Jaylen to travel to 

Barcelona for the Under 14 Futsal Championships, where the Australian team placed third 

overall. 

 

Jaylen has continued his passion for futsal since and continues to impress, moving to Cairns to 

play the sport at the highest local level. Now almost 17 years old, he plays for the Redlynch 

United Redbacks Futsal Club in the Premier League and continues to try out for national and 

international teams. 

 

“Although he now lives in Cairns, he is very proud to be from Bamaga and when doing media 

interviews, he always refers to Bamaga as his home,” Ms Poi Poi says proudly. 

 

“A lot of local kids approach Jaylen when he is back home and ask him about his success. I think 

it’s an eye opener for people from a small community to see a local achieve these kinds of things, 

and to realise the possibilities that are actually out there.” 

 

Francis Newman and her fighting spirit 

Francis has competed at an international level in judo and strives to one day represent Australia 

at the Olympic Games. 

  

She has flourished under the direction of coach Xavier Barker, who recognised Francis’ talent 

soon after she began training at 11 years old. 

  
“My coach saw that I had potential, so I did extra training sessions and went to my first 

competition after two months where I had to fight the older boys,” Francis says. 

  

“I was scared but I ended up winning, which gave me confidence. My coach put my name out 

there, so when I moved to Ipswich to go to boarding school for four years, Xavier organised for 

me to train with the local club.” 

  

Francis had the opportunity to train in Japan in year 7, which took her skills to yet another level. 

  

In 2017, Bamaga Enterprises provided a sponsorship for Francis to compete at the Oceania 

Championships in Tonga where she won a silver medal. 

  



 
 

“Without sponsorships, we have to spend so much time fundraising, so Bamaga Enterprises’ 

support meant my flights were covered,” says Francis. 

  

She then won a bronze medal in the Australian National Championships before travelling to the 

Bahamas for the Commonwealth Youth Games where Francis finished an impressive second. 

  

Her other accolades include two National Championships, eight Queensland state judo titles, 

and a gold medal at the Queensland International Open. 

  

Now living in Cairns, 18-year-old Francis is completing a full-time boilermaker apprenticeship 

with Reef Engineering. She’s no stranger to hard work and trains three evenings a week in judo. 

  

“I’ve dropped down a weight category (under 63kg) so I’m adjusting to the faster pace of the 

competitors.” 

  

Bamaga Enterprises has also previously sponsored: 
• The Northern Peninsula Area (NPA) Judo Club Inc, enabling 20 club members to 

compete in the Northern Queensland Games in Townsville. 
• Travel for local competitors in the Cairns Open Judo Competition where the club won 18 

medals. 
  
The NPA is now home to many State and National judo champions: Francis Newman, Harper 

Barker, Adejah Willie-Jawai, Emil Willie-Jawai, Marsat Newman, Samson Jawai, Mace Arnold and 

Dale Mears. 

 

Bamaga Roos make a comeback 

Bamaga Enterprises is delighted at the Roos’ rugby league success this season with the team 

making the grand final and being runners up. 

 

Earlier this year, Bamaga Enterprises approved sponsorships for new Bamaga Roos uniforms – 

the organisation has proudly sponsored the club for many years.  

 

Team Captain, Stanley Dai, says he believes the senior team is important as it provides role 

models for local youth. “It’s important to have the sport delivered to them while they’re young.” 

 
More about Bamaga Enterprises’ sponsorship program 
As part of its Socio Support Policy, Bamaga Enterprises can provide financial support in the 
category of ‘Sporting & Recreational Activities’ among others.  
 
Bamaga Enterprises has re-invested more than $2.5 million of its profits in sponsorships, 
donations and community infrastructure since its establishment in 2002. 
 
Guidelines around sponsorship criteria and dollar amounts are available at bament.com.au or 
phone 07 4069 3533 for further information. 
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